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Canadians are Invited to Share Their 
Priorities for the 2024 Federal Budget

The House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance 
is inviting Canadians to participate in its annual pre-budget 
consultations process. The Committee intends to table a report on 
these consultations in the House of Commons prior its adjournment 
in December 2023.

“The House Finance Committee’s pre-budget consultations 
provide Canadians with a great opportunity to convey their priorities 
for the government’s forthcoming budget,” said Mr. Peter Fonseca, 
M.P. for Mississauga East—Cooksville. “I am sure that Canadians will 
once again share their views in large numbers this year. I am always 
impressed by the breadth and quality of proposals that are brought 
to our attention and I look forward to learning about them.”

The deadline for submitting written briefs through the Committee’s 
website is no later than Friday, August 4, 2023 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time. 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/FINA/
StudyActivity?studyActivityId=12173416

Written briefs must be no longer than 2,000 words and should 
adhere to the following template. All text contained in the written 
brief, including – but not limited to – graphs, quotes, images and 
footnotes will count towards the limit of 2,000 words. Only one 
written brief per organization or individual will be accepted. Written 
briefs that do not meet these requirements may not be considered 
by the Committee. Following translation, the written briefs will be 
posted on the Committee’s website.

Committee Clerks will extend invitations to selected individuals 
and organizations to appear in the fall. All those who submit a 
written brief will be considered as having made a request to appear. 
The Committee intends to hold hearings in Ottawa as well as in 
the following cities: Charlottetown, Halifax, Fredericton, St. John's, 
Newfoundland and Labrador, Québec, Toronto, Winnipeg, Edmonton 
and Vancouver.

For more information, please contact:
Alexandre Roger, Clerk of the Standing Committee on Finance
Tel: 613-992-9753
E-mail: FINA@parl.gc.ca

TABLING OF DOCUMENTS, 
REVIEW AND VOTES
The government tables its main estimates for the coming fiscal year (the
government’s spending plans) and its departmental plans (which set out
the results that departments intend to achieve).The House of Commons
votes and approves the Appropriation Bill (spending funds). The Bill is then
sent to the Senate for review and approval.

FEDERAL BUDGET 
-

THE PROCESS BEHIND IT AND WHERE
YOU CAN HAVE AN IMPACT

The budget is the government’s yearly financial
plan, which sets out the government’s overall

taxation and spending priorities.

PRE-BUDGET
CONSULTATION REPORT
The Finance committee presents a report based on the pre-budget
consultations to the House of Commons. The report reflects the opinions of
a majority of the committee members, and makes recommendations to the
Government for the upcoming budget.

GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS
THE REPORT
As part of its budget writing process, the Government will consider the
committee's report and recommendations. Although the government is
not obligated to act on the committee’s recommendations, the pre-budget
consultations provide an opportunity for parliamentary input into the
budget planning process, as well as public discussion and debate
regarding the government’s spending and taxation priorities.

GOVERNMENT PROVIDES UPDATES
The Minister of Finance presents an economic and fiscal update, which
provides mid-year information on the country’s economic growth and the
state of the government’s finances.

LAUNCH OF PRE-BUDGET
CONSULTATIONS
The House of Commons Finance Committee begins pre-budget
consultations by asking Canadians and organizations to submit written
briefs outlining what they would like to see in the upcoming budget.

PRESENTATION OF THE BUDGET
The Minister of Finance presents the government’s budget, which outlines
the government’s taxation and spending priorities for the coming fiscal year.

C H E C K  O U T  O U R  B U D G E T  T O O L K I T  
A N D  S U B M I T  A  B R I E F !
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The Finance Committee holds public hearings across the country to hear
more from Canadians about their priorities.

The government presents its public accounts, which outline the
government’s actual spending during the year.

Construction Notice - Fibre Optic Internet 
Installation - July 20, 2023

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to advise the public 
of ongoing construction activity in multiple locations throughout 
the community. On behalf of Rogers Communications, HDP Network 
Solutions Inc. will be installing fibre-to-the-home services in various 
locations including portions of: 

Sunset Boulevard 
Christie Beach Road
The Blue Mountains - Meaford Townline
6th Line
10th Line
12th Sideroad and 
The Blue Mountains - Euphrasia Townline. 
This work will include temporary lane closures at times with traffic 

control measures in place.
HDP will be hand-delivering Consent Forms to properties that will 

have the ability to connect to the new service.



Federal Budget 2024
4 easy steps to submit your pre-budget consultation brief

Version française

The federal government has launched its pre-budget consultations process and is inviting
Canadians to participate by submitting a brief. A brief is a simple, direct document that includes
your few recommendations for the upcoming budget.

These consultations will be considered by the Standing Committee on Finance. From there, the
Committee will make recommendations for the Minister of Finance in preparation of the 2024
federal budget. It’s a great opportunity for all Canadians to participate in the democratic process!

The format: Submissions must be no longer than 2,000 words. Brief should follow this template.

The deadline: Friday, August 4, 2023 at 11:59 p.m. EST.

The process:

STEP 1 Draft your brief. To do so, we encourage you to review the briefs submitted in advance of the
2023 Federal Budget.

STEP 2 Format your brief using the federal government template (included in our toolkit).

STEP 3 Review your brief. Ensure it:
△ Provides context. Who are you, what do you do, and why? See this submission as a

way to introduce the government to your organization and cause. Tell the government
why they should be concerned about the issue, and convince them to apply your
solutions.

△ Is clear and concise. Brevity is important. The committee has to read hundreds,
make your brief stand out. Formulate clear and direct policy recommendations.

△ Puts yourself in the government’s shoes. Understand what they want to
accomplish and pitch your request in a way that will help them achieve their goals.

△ Is backed by data (quantitative & qualitative). The government likes
evidence-based policy, so support your recommendations as much as you’re able to.
Include examples and data to illustrate the problems and how your recommendations
will lend solutions.

STEP 4 Submit your brief through the committee’s website.

NEXT
STEPS

After you send in your submission, you can also:
△ Share a social media post and tag your MP;
△ Write a newsletter piece about your recommendations for your supporters;
△ Publish the entire submission on your website and highlight it via your

communications vehicles and social media;
△ Reach out to your Member of Parliament to share your submission and request a

meeting to discuss your priorities. Remember, your MP is your ally!

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/FINA/StudyActivity?studyActivityId=12173416



E-NEWSLETTER  - Use the subscribe form on our website to 
receive the weekly E-newsletter. www.bluemountainsreview.ca
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This edition is mailed to residents in 
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE  - by e-transfer to info@visitblue.ca or by cheque to 
Riverside Press, Box 387, Thornbury, N0H 2P0 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer 
than 250 words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, 
legality and civility. Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of 
timeliness, relevance and diversity and reserve the right to not 
publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted 
acknowledge the author. 
Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press. Your events, 
stories and photos of interest to our community can be emailed 
to info@visitblue.ca for inclusion in the newsletter by each Friday. 
Advertising rates available on the website or call 519-599-3345

ST. JAMES FAIRMOUNT ANGLICAN CHURCH
196759 Grey Rd 7 corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am - Holy Eucharist BCP
2nd & 4th Sunday 9am - Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm - Evensong BCP & Potluck Supper 
www.stjamesfairmount.org   Rector Jeff Kischak, 519-770-7979

Enjoy walking year round at 
the Beaver Valley

Community Centre.  
Monday and Thursday from 
9-11am; no pre-registration 

and no fee.  
Come whatever time you 

wish between 9-11am.  
Walking with poles (with 
rubber feet) and walkers

is allowed.

BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday 12:50-3:30pm ; $2.00 per day 

Small Hall, Beaver Valley Community Centre 
Lessons Available Call Bev 705-507-0563 or Dorothy 519-599-5044

Pickleball Courts Added at 
Beaver Valley Arena

The Town of The Blue Mountains would like to announce that 
additional pickleball courts have been added at the Beaver Valley 
Arena.

Town Staff have added courts to the floor of the Beaver Valley 
Arena that can be rented for $15 per hour. The courts are available 
seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The courts will remain 
at the arena until Monday, September 4. 

The outdoor pickleball courts at the Municipal Recreation Complex 
and the courts inside the Beaver Valley Community Centre remain 
available to be booked by the public. 

To learn more about pickleball, or to book court time, visit the 
Town webpage  www.thebluemountains.ca  or contact:

Community Services
Town of The Blue Mountains
(519) 599-3131 ext. 289



Ontario Reducing Wait Times in 
Emergency Departments

$44 million investment helping people get faster access to care in 
EDs across the province

OTTAWA — The Ontario government is investing an additional 
$44 million this year in 165 high volume and smaller emergency 
departments to reduce wait times and provide people with faster 
and easier access to timely care close to home.

This funding is in addition to the $90 million Ontario invests each 
year to reward emergency departments that put in place innovative 
solutions to reduce ED wait times including hiring additional health 
care staff, accessing more transportation to help transfer medically 
stable patients out of emergency departments, and creating new 
beds.

“When someone experiences a medical emergency, it is vital that 
they get the urgent attention they need quickly,” said Sylvia Jones, 
Deputy Premier and Minister of Health. “By offering more funding 
for hospitals who show the greatest success in reducing wait times 
in their emergency departments, we are providing more support 
for them to deliver faster emergency care to the communities they 
serve.”

Hospitals have the flexibility to decide how to spend this funding 
on local solutions that will help people receive care faster and 
reduce their length of stay in an emergency department. Prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, this annual funding helped emergency 
departments connect people to care sooner by decreasing the 
average time spent in emergency departments by 12.2 per cent.

To continue building on this success, Ontario is investing an 
additional $29 million this year to 75 high volume emergency 
departments across the province to increase their capacity to help 
more patients and reduce the amount of time people have to wait 
to access care.

An additional $15 million will also expand the number of smaller 
hospitals now eligible to receive this funding. This will help support 
up to 90 hospitals across the province that provide emergency care 
to fewer than 30,000 patients a year, so they can hire and retain the 
staff they need to keep their emergency departments open.

With Your Health: A Plan for Connected and Convenient Care, 
the province is continuing to find innovative ways to reduce wait 
times and make it faster and easier for Ontarians to access timely 
emergency care, closer to home.

BVO 40th Anniversary Awards: 
Rewarding “Good Things”

On the occasion of our 40th Anniversary in 2023, BVO is pleased 
to announce its “Making Good Things Happen” awards program to 
recognize individuals or groups who have made a positive impact in 
The Blue Mountains. BVO will be presenting four $1,000 awards, one 
for each decade of our 40 years, at our 2023 AGM in 2024.

We’re looking for individuals or groups whose contributions 
have made a recognizable and positive impact in 2023. The impact 
may be on our environment, a benefit to children, families, seniors, 
youth or individuals, something new in our community, or an 
improvement on something that already exists. (Please note that, 
although BVO applauds all volunteering efforts, this is not an award 
for volunteering.)

Anyone or any group wishing to be considered for an award 
can either be nominated or apply themselves. Nominations or 
applications must be submitted to BVO by January 31, 2024.

For information, Cathy Innes, BVO Board Chair, boardchair@bvo.ca

Introducing Canada.ca/rural 
The Centre for Rural Economic Development has recently launched 

a redesigned website – canada.ca/rural
The new interactive website responds directly to feedback 

gathered from rural stakeholders across Canada and aims to guide 
rural Canadians to the programs, services and resources on the 
Government of Canada programs most relevant to their diverse and 
unique needs.

The new site provides program information to address a wide 
range of subject matters, including: connectivity, capacity building, 
housing, labour and skills development, as well as climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.

Visitors are also able to sort and filter programs and services into 
those eligible for individuals and families, rural businesses or rural 
communities so they can easily find the information most relevant 
to their needs.

We are also excited about the section on feature stories from 
rural Canada, which shares success stories about how rural Canada 
took action to address their key barriers to economic growth and 
sustainability. If you have a story to share about how federal funding 
has benefitted a rural Canadian community, it can be sent to rural@
ised-isde.gc.ca.



 
COME AND SUPPORT 

YOUR LOCAL BRANCH IN 
THE CENTRE OF 
CLARKSBURG 

Enjoy hamburger, salad and dessert. 
Friday Afternoon BBQs – June to September 

OPEN AT 3PM,  GRILLING AT 5PM, DINNER $10 
Also open Wednesdays 3pm – 7pm 

Looking ahead – 
On 24th August, ‘Ruck to Remember’ participants 

will be at our branch, at the start of their hike.  
The ‘Ruck’ raises funds specifically for homeless 

veterans. Look for future notices with more details 
and how you can help. 
www.ruck2remember.com 

 

History of Cross Atlantic Communication Day
On July 27th, Cross 

Atlantic Communication 
Day commemorates the 
invention of transatlantic 
communication telegraph 
cables. In 1866, a telegraph 
cable was erected across 
the Atlantic Ocean to 
connect Europe and North 
America, a watershed moment in history. It took a total of 12 years 
to finish the project. It began in 1854 and was completed on July 27, 
1866. The project necessitated many ships, trials, failures, and a large 
sum of money to lay the cables. It was first attempted to establish 
a 1,700-mile line between Newfoundland and Ireland in 1857. The 
project was shelved after the cable repeatedly broke. The project’s 
success was a big win for many individuals.

The Cross Atlantic communication telegraph wires were built by 
many brilliant brains, making life easier for everyone. With faster 
communication came new opportunities for people around the 
world. Communication has continued to develop and improve over 
time. The internet has made messaging, phone calls, and video 
calls an instant commodity. Communication across the Atlantic is 
now swift and easy. Without giving it much thought, people can 
communicate with other people in different parts of the world. This 
ease of communication has made business and other relationships 
a lot easier. 

Cross Atlantic Communication Day reminds us of the fantastic 
benefits we enjoy from improved communication technology.



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

SUPPORT LOCAL
Sip and  shop wine & cider

496350 Grey Road 2
Clarksburg, ON

Adult Tennis Coaching 
705-293-3621

Ontario Launching Mobile Skilled Trades 
Classrooms

TORONTO — The Ontario government is investing $5.4 million 
to design and build three mobile tech classrooms that will travel 
across the province and teach students and young people about the 
skilled trades. The classrooms, built and operated by Skills Ontario, 
will feature hands-on learning stations and simulators for electrical 
systems, welding, crane operation, auto-painting, tire and brake 
work, heavy machinery and more. Over three years, they will let 
nearly half a million people explore the skilled trades and will help 
tackle the labour shortage the province faces in a critical industry.

“By 2025, one in five jobs in Ontario will be in the skilled trades. 
These are rewarding, well-paying careers that you can build a family 
and a life around,” said Monte McNaughton, Minister of Labour, 
Immigration, Training and Skills Development. “That’s why our 
government will continue to invest in cutting-edge programs that 
give students the chance to experience the 144 trades and life-
changing opportunities available to them.”

“Since rolling out our first Trades & Tech truck last year, our mobile 
classroom has provided thousands of students with hands-on 
learning experiences,” said Ian Howcroft, CEO of Skills Ontario. “This 
program ignites an awareness of opportunities in the skilled trades 
and tech field that inspires more young people to pursue these 
careers. We want to thank and recognize Minister McNaughton and 
Premier Ford for the leadership and investments they have provided 
to build the skilled workforce of tomorrow.”

Last month, the government announced apprenticeship 
registrations increased by 24 per cent in the last year – from 21,971 
to 27,319 – as more people decide to pursue rewarding, well-paying 
careers in the industry. This increase, including a 28 per cent jump 
among women, follows more than $1 billion in investment in the 
skilled trades over three years, along with the launch of the new 
government agency, Skilled Trades Ontario.

“I recently announced that starting in September of 2024, all high 
school students will take at least one technology education course 
to create pathways to exciting jobs of the future,” said Stephen Lecce, 
Minister of Education. “Ontario’s new mobile tech classroom will 
support 150,000 students every year in learning those critical skills 
that will set them up for success in a good-paying job.”

The province helped launch the Trades & Tech Truck pilot program 
in 2022. The first truck reached over 40,000 students and young 
people, visiting more than 50 events across the province. 

This project is funded through the government’s Skills 
Development Fund, an over $700 million initiative, which supports 
ground-breaking programs that connect jobseekers with the skills 
and training they need to find well-paying careers close to home.

Quick Facts
• The new mobile classrooms will be fully operational by the 

summer of 2024 and will accommodate 150,000 visitors a year.
• 1.3 million people are working in skilled trades-related 

occupations in Ontario.
• In 2021, about one in three workers in Ontario with an 

apprenticeship or trade certificate were aged 55 or over and 
nearing retirement.

• In total, there were 93,866 apprentices active in Ontario as of July 
2023.

• Through its first three funding rounds, the Skills Development 
Fund has supported 596 projects, to help over half a million 
people around the province take the next step in their careers.

• The Ontario government launched the new $224 million capital 
stream for the Skills Development Fund on June 30 to support the 
building of new training centres and the renovation or expansion 
of existing ones.

• Ontario’s Skills Development Fund is supported through labour 
market transfer agreements between the Government of Canada 
and the Government of Ontario.



A Dream Fulfilled at the Inglis Falls 
Arboretum! 

The Inglis Falls Arboretum Alliance (IFAA), a volunteer committee 
of Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA) who help enhance 
and maintain the Inglis Falls Arboretum, welcomed guests and the 
public to a special event on Tuesday to celebrate the completion 
of the “Fulfilling the Dream” sign project. This project was made 
possible through funding from the Toronto Dominion Friends of the 
Environment Foundation and fulfilled a 60-year-old dream of having 
a fully labelled arboretum that showcases the identification of trees 
found locally and from around the world. Visitors to the Arboretum 
can now identify and learn about the species of trees and shrubs from 
their labels while enjoying the 2.5 kilometres of trails that traverse 
this beautiful property! 

Nancy Brown, Chair of the IFAA, shared historical milestones with 
event attendees and acknowledged the development of “great ideas” 
and collaboration that contributed to the extensive Arboretum that 
exists today. When asked what this special day meant to her, Brown 
shared: "It was an honour for me to stand and speak among my peers 
of like-minded individuals who love trees, respect the environment 
and care about the future. The Inglis Falls Arboretum Alliance is 
proud to showcase the new educational portion of the collection 
of woody plants in the arboretum. Each one of 165 different species 
is identified on 280 informational mounted signs throughout the 
27 acres and trails around the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority 
Administration Centre. The funding through Toronto Dominion 
Friends of the Environment and the Grey Sauble Conservation 
Foundation along with the support of GSCA staff and many other 
local community groups has made this dream come true for the 
Inglis Falls Arboretum Alliance."

The Inglis Falls Arboretum, located at 237897 Inglis Falls Road in 
Owen Sound, is a popular destination for nature appreciation, dog 
walking, and those looking for a leisurely hike. GSCA and the IFAA 
would like to remind visitors that while dogs are always welcome at 
the Arboretum, they must be on a physical leash for their safety, the 
safety of others, and the ecological health of this property.  

40 Km Ride - Friday Aug. 11 or Sunday Aug. 13
Start at BVO and use Georgian Trail, roads with bike lanes mostly. 
Return to BVO for lunch. Medium-speed riders please

40 Minute Ride - Friday Aug. 11 or Sunday Aug. 13
Start at BVO at 3 pm for a 40 minute ride around town. 

Please Register for either ride by Aug 1/23. Maximum ~10 people
Call 519-599-2442 or email norine.baron@gmail.com



Free Guy (PG-13) - TUESDAY, AUGUST 1 | 8:45PM

SCOOB! (PG) - TUESDAY, AUGUST 8 | 8:30PM

Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore (PG-13)
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15 | 8:00PM

Puss In Boots: The Last Wish (PG) - TUESDAY, AUGUST 22 | 8:15PM

TBD (PG) - TUESDAY, AUGUST 29 | 8:20PM
 

Balloon Twisting
Come out early to Subaru Movies Under the Stars on Tuesday nights 
for Balloon Twisting with Roxann! From now until August 29th, bring 
the kids and see their faces glow with wonder as they watch their 
choice of dog, cat, sword, swan or giraffe, shape before their eyes. 
Balloon Twisting is available from 6:30-8PM.



To Par'cipate in a session: Dial: 226-6820701    
 Enter the Passcode: 852340 then # Record your Name 
followed by # Wait to be admi7ed into the session. 

Register for a Seniors Centre Without Walls session: 
 Call BVO at 519-599-2577 Ext 126  

 

Seniors Centre Without Walls                               August 2023
Speaker Info MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Debby Oakley, 
Goldsmith’s Orchard 
Market 

31 
2:00 pm Check-in & 
Chat 
2:30 pm  BINGO!

1 
1:00 pm Debby Oakley 
Picnic/BBQ Food 
Safety

2 
10:00 am Chair Exercise 
and Stretching

                                                  3 

  SCWW NOW ON 

 4                                               
Community Events  

* IN PERSON * 

Andrea Blais, 
The Museum at the 
Craigleith Heritage 
Depot 

Civic Holiday            7 

2:00 pm-Check-in & 
Chat 
2:30 pm- BINGO!

                                        8 

11:00 am  Trivia with 
Ann G. 
    
1:00 pm     Andrea 
Blais - Genealogy                           

                                               9 

10:00 am Chair Exercise 
and Stretching 

                                              10                                             

      SUMMER        
  

       11  
CLARKSBURG LEGION  

June to September 
Friday’s at 3PM  

BBQ at 5 PM 
$10 per person                          

(Burger, Salad & Dessert)

Ross Hart, 
Canadian Hearing 
Society 

14  
                                 
2:00 pm Check-in & 
Chat 
2:30 pm BINGO!

                                     15 
11:00 am   
Ross Hart, CHS - 
Hearing Loss & 
Balance

                                           16 
10:00 am Chair Exercise 
and Stretching  

                                            17 

           SCHEDULE! 

  

                                18 

SCWW Volunteers – 
Ann D. Ann G., Eileen 
G.

  21 
2:00 pm Check-in & 
Chat 
2:30 pm BINGO!

                                    22 
11:00 am   Trivia with 
Kathleen K.

                                          23 
10:00 am Chair Exercise 
and Stretching  

24                              
3  DAYS A WEEK    

                                

Alar Soever, 
Former Mayor  
TBM 

28 
2:00 pm Check-in & 
Chat 
2:30 pm  BINGO!

29 
11:00 am  Alar Soever 
Property Tax Relief 
for Seniors

30 
10:00 am Chair Exercise 
and Stretching

31 

OF PROGRAMS 

                          



The Scottish Gaelic Diaspora
Friday, August 11 at 6pm in 
the L.E. Shore Gallery
Ever thought about our 
communities’ Scottish roots? 
Join us on August 11 at 6pm 
in the Gallery as local youth 
Camryn Ruthven unearths local 
Grey-Bruce Gàidhlig (Scottish 
Gaelic) heritage through 
story/song and honouring the 
ancient ways in this modern era. 
The Scottish Gaelic Diaspora: Healing through Reclamation is a 
unique presentation is not to be missed! There is a $5 donation 
for entry.  Sign up 519-599-3681 ext. 6





THORNBURY         MEAFORD         COLLINGWOOD

TOP 1%
INDIVIDUALLY

Let me advise you on buying and selling in the Georgian Triangle.

josh@joshdolan.com              705-446-8404

Josh Dolan
REAL ESTATE BROKER
joshdolan.com

National Gross Sales
Royal LePage 2022
Top 1% National Gross Sales 2022
Top 10 National Individual

Visit our Raspberry Farm in the heart 
of Thornbury. We-pick or U-pick. 

Fun for the whole family!

BLUEMOUNTAINBERRYCO.CA  

220 VICTORIA STREET, THORNBURY
   See more on our Instagram:

     @BLUEMTNBERRYCO 

OPEN EVERYDAY
FROM 8:30-4:30  


